> the 
to 
Allow 
the 
two 
swer 
ad- 
rep- 
em- 
eve 
it of 
tions 


had 


wver- 
ens” 
‘ican 
ever 
Nuch 
n or 
1S is 


ww 


LN., 
ding 


troy 
eper 
g in 
the 
rin 
n |, 
lade 
aber 
ints 


olid 
‘rill, 
bers 
our 
1ore 
ates 
late 
ior. 
It 
t its 
and 
ub- 
mis. 
neh 
as 
the 


Price $2.50 Per Year—Single copies this issue 10 cents. 


INFORMATION 


Published Weekly, Except during July and August, by the 


CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND SuRVEY } 
NATIONAL CouNcIL oF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES omy’ ‘ 
297 FourtH AvENvE, New York 10, N. Y. = 


The National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America is the cooperative ag 
thirty communions render united service. Articles appearing in this publication furnish information on current issues 
and are not to be construed as declarations of official attitudes or policies of the National Council of Churches. 


Entered as second-class matter January 4, 1924, at the Post Office at New York, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


‘ Saturday, May 2, 1953 


caps me XXXII, No. 18 
which 


Second Report on Activities of the 83rd Congress 


The Congressional mills have been grinding slowly. As 
this was written, only one appropriation bill for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1 had come out of Committee. Many 
Committees have been meeting, but relatively few bills 
have been reported out. There is talk by informed mem- 
bers to the effect that Congress may have to recess in July 
and come back for work in the fall. This issue supple- 
ments the first report, published February 28. It con- 
tains references to more items than the previous number, 
and the discussion of each item is necessarily brief. 


Reciprocal Trade Program 


The lines are being shaped for a battle over extension 
of executive authority to negotiate and put into effect 
agreements which make concessions in the rate of import 
duties in return for concessions from other nations. The 
President has had this authority since 1935. The whole 
program was initiated and carried through in its early 
stages by Secretary Hull. Authority to make the agree- 
ments has been granted by Congress only for periods of 
several years each, and, unless renewed, will expire 


June 12, 1953. 


Throughout the whole history of the program efforts 
have been made to limit it in two ways: By requiring Con- 
gressional approval of specific agreements, or by setting 
up authority in the Tariff Commission to declare when a 
“peril point” for American producers is reached, and 
making it mandatory for the President to accept a recom- 
mendation of the Tariff Commission on the “peril point.” 
At present the President may reject a recommendation to 
this effect from the Tariff Commission, but he is required 
to explain to Congress why he does so. 

Richard M. Simpson, Pa., sponsors a bill which would 
require the President to accept a recommendation with 
respect to the rates of duty on imports below which “in- 
jury” to American industries would ensue because of the 
volume of imports that might be encouraged. The Simpson 
bill (H.R.4294) would also extend the executive au- 
thority to make agreements for only one year. 

More precisely, the President would be forbidden to ne- 
gotiate an agreement which caused or threatened unem- 
ployment or injury to American producers, or impaired 
“national security.” He would also be required to set 
rates on imports so as “to avoid . . . unemployment, in- 
jury, or impairment or threat thereof.” 

There are reports to the effect that a large proportion 
of the members of the majority party on the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, which considers bills on this 


subject, are not even “slightly sympathetic” to the re- 
ciprocal trade program, judged by voting record. 

On April 7, President Eisenhower asked Congress for 
an extension of present law for one year, pending a thor- 
ough study of this nation’s foreign economic program. 

The program assumes significance when considered in 
relation to the advice given by American statesmen to 
Europe to earn dollars with foreign trade. European 
nations have sent emissaries to ask for “Trade, Not Aid,” 
and the slogan has been declared popular in some Ameri- 
can quarters. But the realities of “Trade, Not Aid” call 
for increases in imports by the United States, and it is 
this that is now being resisted by sections of the Ameri- 
can public. Proponents of the program defend it as one 
that has encouraged exports from the United States, and 
that has thus been a stimulation to broad trade that has 
brought benefit to the United States. It is also reported 
that Western European statesmen claim that if they can 
trade with us more freely they will be in a better position 
to cooperate in joint defense arrangements and pay a 
higher proportion of their own defense bills. The Ad- 
visory Board for Mutual Security, appointed by the previ- 
ous Administration, recently recommended a reduction of 
tariffs of 33 per cent below rates now in effect. 

Hearings opened before the Committee on Ways and 
Means on April 27. Informed persons in and about Con- 
gress say that the President’s recommendation of a one 
year extension is equivalent to a promise not to negotiate 
any agreement of significance in the next twelve months. 


Technical Assistance 


As this is written, there has been no specific recom- 
mendation from the executive branch with respect to the 
foreign aid program, except that there have been intima- 
tions that the scale of spending for this purpose is to be 
reduced. 

Involved here is the fate of an appropriation for what 
is known as the Point Four Program, or that of Tech- 
nical Assistance. Involved is also the manner in which 
technical assistance is to be administered, a matter that 
has been considered by the President’s advisers on re- 
organization of the executive branch. At present, some 
technical assistance is administered by the Department of 
State, and some by the Mutual Security Agency. But 
talk of rearrangement is in the air. It is understood that 
there has been opinion within the Administration to the 
effect that technical assistance should be administered as 
part of the program of military aid abroad. Undoubtedly 
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many influential citizens, including a large number of 
churchmen, would vigorously oppose any such arrange- 
ment. 

John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State, stated March 
18 to the House Appropriations Committee that he fa- 
vored gradual abandonment of most of the Government's 
activity in technical assistance and reliance on private cor- 
porations and foundations for maintenance of the pro- 
gram—"perhaps with some governmental help but not of 
great magnitude.” 


Voice of America 


Mr. Dulles testified March 18 before the House Ap- 
propriations Committee, saying he was not asking for 
funds for continuation of the Voice of America because 
“the entire future of that venture is so obscure.” The 
testimony was not published until April 12. The Secretary 
of State also said: “I am in favor of an information pro- 
gram although not of the magnitude and lack of clear 
purpose that now exists.” The program of the Voice was 
interpreted in INFORMATION Service, February 7, 1953. 
Embassy at Vatican City 

This Administration has no plans to establish an em- 
bassy at Vatican City, the House Appropriations Com- 
mittee was told by Herman Pollack, Deputy Director of 
the Bureau of European Affairs, when the State Depart- 
ment’s budget for the next fiscal year was under considera- 
tion. The testimony was made public April 12. 

The Bricker Ainiendment 

The Bricker Amendment, technically S.J. Res. 1, pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, requiring Congress to pass a bill, arter ratification 
of a treaty by the Senate, to make it valid for the “in- 
ternal” affairs of the United States, has been the subject 
of hearings held by the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
William Langer, N. D., chairman. Certain of the issues 
raised, and opinions expressed for and against the resolu- 
tion, were presented in our issue of April 18, 1953. On 
April 27, Mr. Bricker reported that he was rewriting the 
text. 

Off-Shore Oil 

The House passed I1.R. 4198, a bill “to confirm and es- 
tablish the titles of the states beneath navigable waters 
within state boundaries and to the natural resources with- 
in such lands and waters, and to provide for the use and 
control of said lands and resources and the resources of 
the outer continental shelf.” The bill would grant titles 
to the states within the customary three-mile limit, but in 
the cases of Texas and Florida within the historic bound- 
aries of about ten and a half miles. Beyond the state 
boundaries, title to the “continental shelf’? would remain 
under federal jurisdiction and control. Under the House 
bill, the states would also be entitled to levy production 
taxes on oil secured beyond the state boundaries; and 
the states would also be empowered to have control over 
the continental shelf for purposes of conservation. 

The House bill would be more generous to the coastal 
states than Administration spokesmen had recommended 
and than the Senate measure, S.J. Res. 13, would provide. 
The spokesmen had recommended state control within the 
historic state boundaries and for federal control of the 
remainder of the continental shelf. 

The Senate bill, S.J. Res. 13, was debated at length in 
April. 

The resources in question here are under the ocean. 


The Supreme Court has twice held that under present 
law the federal government has the paramount rights, 
There are said to be 22 well-defined oil fields adjacent to 
the coasts of California, Texas, and Louisiana. It is also 
reported that there is much good oil on the continental 
shelf beyond the historic state boundaries. The issue fig- 
ured prominently in the 1952 campaign. 


Civil Rights 


Hubert H. Humphrey, Minn., and seven others sponsor 
S. Con. Res. 3, which would establish a Joint Congression- 
al Committee on Civil Rights, whose function it would be 
to make a continuing study of “matters relating to civil 
rights.” It is referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
William Langer, N. D., chairman. 

Just as this issue was completed, the Senate Committee 
on Rules approved a proposal which would allow the limi- 
tation of debate in the Senate by a vote of two thirds of 
the Senators present and voting, rather than, as under 
present rule, a vote of two thirds of the members of the 
body. If the Senate takes up the recommendation, the de- 
bate will be subject to the present rules. 

Wayne Morse, Oreg., has introduced S$.534, which 
would authorize steps to eliminate segregation in the 
District of Columbia. Specifically, the bill would grant 
powers of enforcement to assure all persons within the 
District full and equal rights in “places of public educa- 
tion, accommodation, resort, entertainment and amuse- 
ment.” It is referred to the Committee on the District, 
Francis Case, S. D., chairman. 


Tmiugration 


issues related to immigration were presented at length 
in this Service, April 4, and there were references to in- 
formal discussion in Congress in the First Report, our 
issue of February 28. 

On April 22, President Eisenhower, in identical letters 
to Speaker Martin and Vice-President Nixon, requested 
legislation authorizing the admission of 240,000 refugees 
from Europe during the next two years, without reference 
to quotas. He did not suggest the names of countries in 
Europe from which the refugees would be made eligible 
for admittance. Immigration legislation is initiated by the 
Judiciary Committees. The Senate chairman is William 
Langer, N. D.; the House chairman is Chauncey W. 
Reed, Ill. 

On April 27, the President asked for revision of the 
McCarran Act, citing ten specific criticisms. 


Flousing 


When passing the first appropriation bill, that for in- 
dependent offices, the House voted 245 to 157 to suspend 
construction under the Public Housing Program of the 
Federal Government, beginning July 1. Under present 
law, 35,000 units per year are being erected with federal 
aid. The postwar housing program was begun in 1949, fol- 
lowing the passage of a bill with bipartisan support, in- 
troduced by Senator Taft. 


Stand-By Controls 


As this is written, the Senate Committee on Banking 
and Currency, Homer E. Capehart, Ind., chairman, has 
drafted a bill granting stand-by authority to the President 
to impose economic controls in case of national emergency 
“serious enough to threaten the economic well-being or 
security of the U.S.” The Administration appears to be 
completely indifferent to the question. 
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resident Eisenhower had asked for only limited con- 
trols over relatively few products important in the de- 
fense program. 

Under the amended bill, S.1081, present rent controls 
would be extended for five months from April 30, 1953, 
and rents under control could be raised 8.3 per cent over 
present levels. After that period federal rent control 
would apply only to communities within declared “critical 
areas,” having about 1,300,000 families. It is assumed 
that states wishing to continue controls will do so by action 
of their legislatures. (As we went to press, both Houses 
of Congress had voted to extend federal rent control only 
three months, or to July 31, next.) 


American Indian Affairs 


The House of Representatives adopted, March 25, a 
resolution authorizing its Committee on Interior and In- 
sular Affairs to make a study of the status of the Ameri- 
can Indian tribes. The Committee is charged with the 
following responsibilities : 

To list all those tribes believed to be qualified to handle 
their own affairs; to propose legislation which would 
terminate federal regulation of these tribes; to list those 
states in which the Committee believes all federal control 
can be relinquished; to report to Congress on changes 
needed in the Indian Bureau; to recommend legislation 
which would make it possible to grant competency to 
Indians proving themselves legally capable. 


Rural Library Service 


George D. Aiken, Vt., and a bipartisan group of eight 
other Senators, sponsor S. 1368, a bill to grant federal 
funds to the states to aid them in extending local public 
library service to areas, mainly rural, that do not have 
service at present. The Senator reports that about 30,000- 
000 people live in areas that do not have local public 
library service. 

Administration would be in the hands of the state agen- 
cies. Each state would be allotted $40,000 annually plus 
an additional sum based on a formula taking into ac- 
count per capita income and the number of persons in 
rural communities. The authorized federal appropriation 
would be about $7,000,000 a year. 

The measure is widely supported by interested agencies, 
including the American Library Association, farm, labor, 
and educational organizations. It is referred to the 
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, H. Alexander 
Sinith, N. J., chairman. 


Statehood 


The House has passed and sent to the Senate H.R. 3575, 
providing for statehood for Hawaii. The Senate Com- 
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs, Hugh Butler, 
Nebr., chairman, has the matter under consideration. 


Social Security for Ministers 


A new development since the exploration at some 
length of the matter of coverage under Old Age and 
Survivors’ Insurance for ministers of religion in our issue 
of February 28 is the introduction of H.R. 3608 by Robert 
W. Kean, N. J. This biil would extend coverage to about 
10,000,000 persons. It would provide for permissive 
coverage for ministers of religion in the same way that lay 
employes are now covered; i.e. a minister would volun- 
tarily sign the roll of employes to be covered and with 
the consent of the employer would participate. However, 
when once the employer of a minister would accept cover- 
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age, then all future employes, including ministers, would 
be required to be covered. Under present law, since the 
beginning of social security in 1935, service performed 
“in the exercise of the ministry” is excluded from covered 
employment. 

Two identical bills, H.R. 1236, introduced by W. 
Sterling Cole, N. Y., and H.R. 2249, by Carl Elliott, Ala., 
would enable ministers of religion to elect to receive cover- 
age by classifying service performed in the exercise of 
the ministry as self-employment. The self-employed at 
present pay an insurance contribution of 2'4 per cent on 
all net income per year of over $400 and up to $3,600 per 
person. 

All these bills are in the hands of the Committee on 
Ways and Means, Daniel A. Reed, N. Y., chairman. Mr. 
Reed has appointed Carl T. Curtis, Nebr., chairman of 
a subcommittee to make a special study of social security. 


Farm Price Supports 


Despite the farm price controversy, discussed in our 
issue of March 14, 1953, there has been no consideration 
of general farm legislation by the agricultural committees 
of Congress. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, Ezra T. Benson, has con- 
tinued the terms of a previous order for one year, sup-- 
porting the price of butter at 90 per cent of parity, and 
has requested the dairy interests to make a recommenda- 
tion for other methods of dealing with the butter situation. 
As this was written, the Government had been buying 
from 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 pounds of butter per day, 
and was storing it, in order to support the price. The 
amount accumulated may become burdensome, and butter 
is, of course, a perishable product. It is also encounter- 
ing severe competition with oleomargarine. 

The Secretary of Agriculture, as required by a section 
of the Defense Production Act, has placed an embargo 
on all imports of dried milk. Two products previously 
embargoed were butter and peanuts. 


Disposal of Farm Surpluses 


Clifford R. Hope, Kansas, has introduced H.R. 4267, 
which is referred to the House Committee on Agriculture, 
of which he is chairman. The bill would permit the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture to turn over to voluntary foreign 
relief agencies for overseas distribution 25 per cent of 
the farm products held by the Commodity Credit Corpo- 
ration of the Government. Recently the Department of 
Agriculture reported that it had purchased 115,000,000 
pounds of butter, 165,000,000 pounds of dried milk, 110,- 
000,000 bushels of wheat, 50,000,000 pounds of cheese, 


and other products. 


Imported Farm IV orkers 


The House of Representatives has passed H.R. 3480, 
which would continue for three years the provisions of 
present law for the importation of Mexican farm workers. 
These persons are mainly employed in large-scale agri- 
culture in the South West. Legally imported labor is con- 
stantly in contact with the “wetbacks,” or the Mexicans 
who cross the border illegally. The term “wetback” was 
originally applied to Mexicans wading across the shallow 
portions of the Rio Grande River, but is now popularly 
used to describe the large numbers of Mexicans who cross 
the border illegally. The bill is referred to the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, George D. Aiken, Vt., chair- 
man, 

Hubert H. Humphrey, Minn., has reintroduced a bill 
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creating a federal Committee on Migrant Labor. It is 
S. 1567 and is referred to Committee on Labor and Pub- 
lic Welfare, H. Alexander Smith, N. J., chairman. 


Taf t-Hartley 


All signs point to a hopeless deadlock among those in- 
terested in amendment.of the Taft-Hartley Act. Nearly 
everybody wants to amend the Act, Senator Taft included. 
The difficulty is the clash of values among the amenders. 
Secretary Durkin’s advisory group has been reported to be 
as sharply divided as the witnesses appearing before the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, Samuel k. 
McConnell, Pa., chairman, and before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare, H. Alexander Smith, 
N. J., chairman. 


Inspection of Food Processing 


Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary of the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare, has recommended that 
Congress pass a bill establishing precisely the authority 
of employes of the Food and Drug Administration to 
enter and inspect plants for “manufacturing, processing, 
packing or holding foods, drugs, devices, and cosmetics.” 
The occasion for the recommendation was a ruling of 
the Supreme Court to the effect that the language of the 
law was too vague. Mrs. Hobby asked for specific authori- 
ty for federal employes to enter plants for inspection, 
after written notice to the operators of plants. She also 
declared that factory inspection is “the heart of the enforce- 
ment program” of the Food and Drug Administration. 

Hf. Alexander Smith, N. J., has introduced S. 835, 
which would put the recommendation into effect. It is 
referred to the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
of which Mr. Smith is chairman. 


Pornographic Materials 


The House Select Committee on Current Pornographic 
Materials, of the 82nd Congress, reported December 31, 
and House Report 2510, of that Congress, may be secured 
from the Clerk of the Document Room, House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington 25, D.C. 

After hearing extensive testimony the Committee recom- 
mended legislation making it a federal offense to know- 
ingly transport matter of “an obscene, lewd, lascivious, 
or filthy character” which is intended for sale or distribu- 
tion. There is legislation on the subject, but it does not 
prohibit transportation by private carrier. The Commit- 
tee recommends closing the loophole and broadening the 
federal police power. The Committee also recommended 
granting authority to the Postmaster General to impound 
certain mail sent for the purpose of obtaining money in 
exchange for pornographic materials. 

Two members of the Committee, Emanuel Cellar, N. Y., 
and Francis I. Walter, Pa., filed a minority report dis- 
senting from the recommendation concerning the grant 
of power to the Postmaster General. While expressing 
their abhorrence of obscene literature, the minority opposes 
“the general approach to the complex nature of the sub- 
ject,” alleged to have been taken by the majority, and 
raises issues concerning freedom of thought and creative 
expression. “The power to impound the mails may be 
fraught with objections not immediately apparent,” these 
two members declare. 

The chairman of the Committee was Representative 
KE. C. Gathings, Ark. 

The Senate has already passed two bills to strengthen 
federal regulation: S. 10, which would make it a federal 


offense to transport obscene matter across state lines by 
private carrier. 

S. 11, which broadens the definition of obscene matter 
which may not be sent through the mails. 

These bills are now before the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Chauncey W. Reed, IIl., chairman. 


Report on Health 


President Truman’s Commission on the Health Needs 
of the Nation reported December 18, 1952, after working 
about a year. The Commission found that the federal 
government is already spending about a billion dollars a 
year for health, and recommended spending another bil- 
lion and to authorize steps to supplement state, local, and 
private expenditures so as to assure medical care for all 
the people. It recommended that federal-state programs be 
developed to expand voluntary pre-payment plans; that 
“funds collected through the Old Age and Survivors’ 
Insurance mechanism be utilized to purchase personal 
health service benefits on a pre-payment basis for bene- 
ficiaries of that insurance program, under a plan which 
meets federal standards and which does not involve a 
means test.” It recommended that federal grants be made 
to states to assist them in making personal health services 
available to public-assistance recipients. 

It is not known whether the present Adininistration will 
make use of the Commission’s study, or not. It is expect- 
ed that there will again be attempts in Congress to author- 
ize federal grants-in-aid of medical education. 

The Board of Trustees of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation issued, January 24, 1953, a statement saying that 
the Commission had worked arduously but had had in- 
sufficient time to make an adequate report; that the Com- 
mission had proposed “the welfare state”; that the Com- 
mission was in effect, by stressing the O.A.S.I. mechanism, 
actually advocating compulsory health insurance, which 
is opposed by the great majority of our people. 


Investigation of Foundations 


The Select Committee of the House of Representatives 
to Investigate Foundations, of the 82nd Congress, report- 
ed January 1, 1953. The Committee was instructed to 
inquire, among other things, concerning the extent to 
which foundations were carrying on “subversive activi- 
ties,” or were functioning “for purposes not in the interest 
or tradition of the United States.” 

After holding hearings and gathering extensive data, 
the Committee reported that it had had “insufficient time” 
for the magnitude of its task. It recommended considera- 
tion of a bill “to provide for public accountability by 
tax-exempt organizations.” It found that foundations 
declare that they consider themselves public trusts, but 
that a considerable number of them do not fully report 
to the public. The Committee reported its belief that 
when foundations have in a few instances in effect given 
support to the “Communist line,” this has “occurred in- 
advertently” or because of the deceit of “Communist 
infiltrees.”’ 

The document, House Report No. 2514, 82nd Congress, 
may be secured from the Clerk of the Document Room, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D.C. The 
acting chairman of the Committee was Representative 
Brooks Hays, Ark. 

Joseph R. McCarthy, Wis., chairman of the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, has an- 
nounced that he has ordered the staff to inquire concern- 
ing the tax exemption of foundations. 
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